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TO: Special Olympics Maine (SOME) athletes, coaches, volunteers, and Unified Partners  
FROM: The Special Olympics Maine State Office 
DATE: March 31, 2021 
RE: Required Communicable Disease Release of Liability Waiver 
 
Throughout this document “participants” are defined as all athletes, Unified partners, coaches, volunteers. 
 
2021 General Liability Coverage – Communicable Disease 

Background: General liability insurance coverage provided under Special Olympics Corporate Insurance Program (SOCIP) is 
an essential component of our comprehensive insurance program which protects Special Olympics Maine and SOI. During 
2020, the Special Olympics Risk Management & Insurance Task Force along with SOI Legal and American Specialty shared a 
trend they were seeing in general liability coverage with U.S. Programs. This trend showed that many insurers reacted to the 
COVID-19 pandemic by adding a communicable disease exclusion to their general liability insurance policies. The effect of 
this exclusion is to remove general liability coverage for claims of COVID-19 transmission or other diseases and leaving 
Special Olympics Maine and SOI vulnerable to communicable disease claims at this uncertain time.  Through some hard work 
and dedication to risk management, SOI was able to successfully renew the SOCIP general liability policy without a 
communicable disease exclusion through 12/31/2021. 
 
Please note, the SOCIP excess program, which supplements our general liability coverage does exclude losses arising from a 
communicable disease. This means it is imperative we follow the internal and external guidance relative to safe Return to 
Activities in an effort to keep everyone safe and reduce our liability as an organization. 
 
Important: In order to secure this coveted coverage under our general liability coverage with Philadelphia Insurance, Special 
Olympics Maine must have participants sign a Communicable Disease Release of Liability waiver prior to participating in 
Special Olympics Maine in-person activities. 
 
Additional Information: This waiver is not meant to replace the COVID-19 Code of Conduct and Risk Management Form (as 
you will read below) but meant to be in “addition to”.  And we must all remember how important it is to continue to follow 
the SOME Back to Play (B2P) Protocols, our own State Protocols, as well as individual facility protocols, when conducting in-
person SOME activities. We hope the information below, taken directly from the memo we received from SOI, will help to 
answer any additional questions you might have, as well as help to understand the spirit for which this waiver was put in 
place.  
 
Communicable Disease Participant Waiver:  To complete the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver choose form 1 of 2 
options below: 

1. DocuSign (recommended) – Click here to complete & submit the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver online 
through DocuSign. 
 

2. PDF – Follow the steps below to complete the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver: 
 Download Communicable Disease Participant Waiver 
 Open saved Communicable Disease Waiver & complete 
 Save completed form with the name of the participant (i.e. Communicable Disease Waiver – John Doe). 

Please submit all communicable disease waivers by 1 of 3 options below: 
o BY EMAIL (recommended): mikel@somaine.org 
o BY FAX: 1-888-490-0672 
o BY MAIL: Special Olympics Maine, 125 John Roberts Rd #5, South Portland, ME 04106 

 

https://www.somaine.org/wp-content/uploads/SOMaine-COVID-19-Participant-Code-of-Conduct-and-Risk-Form.pdf
https://www.somaine.org/wp-content/uploads/SOMaine-COVID-19-Participant-Code-of-Conduct-and-Risk-Form.pdf
https://www.somaine.org/wp-content/uploads/SOMaine-Return-To-Activities-Protocol-Phases-0-2.pdf
https://www.somaine.org/wp-content/uploads/SOMaine-Return-To-Activities-Protocol-Phases-0-2.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/
https://na2.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=fb2454b9-1a48-4375-8c9c-5f5ecc7cfa61&env=na2&acct=6a2c7e47-0be1-4d71-a8cc-bc568fa5f858&v=2
https://na2.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=fb2454b9-1a48-4375-8c9c-5f5ecc7cfa61&env=na2&acct=6a2c7e47-0be1-4d71-a8cc-bc568fa5f858&v=2
https://www.somaine.org/somaine-communicable-disease-waiver-2021/
https://www.somaine.org/somaine-communicable-disease-waiver-2021/
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Communicable Disease Participant Waiver FAQs: 

What is it? The release of liability waiver is designed to protect Special Olympics, U.S. Programs (SOME) and its directors, 
officers, sponsors, etc. from liability arising from the actual or alleged spread of communicable disease at a Special Olympics 
activity. 

Who is required to sign the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver? All registered athletes, coaches, volunteers, and 
Unified Partners; when participating in sanctioned Special Olympics activities; including fundraising events, but only when 
the participant has a specific role and is acting at the direction of the Program (e.g., event volunteer, Global Messenger 
giving a speech, etc.) 

(However, for in-person fundraising activities, we recommend using a release of liability waiver for all paying/registered 
event participants which includes a release for claims arising from a communicable disease.) 

Does this waiver replace the COVID-19 Participant Code of Conduct and Risk Assessment Form?  No. Continue to have 
participants complete the COVID-19 Participant Code of Conduct and Risk Assessment Form in addition to the 
Communicable Disease Participant Waiver. 

Are minor athletes required to sign/submit the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver? The waiver includes a section for 
the parents/guardians of participants under the age of majority to sign. This section should also be used for those 
participants over the age of 18 that are not their own guardian. 

When does the requirement go into effect? Effective immediately, the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver will need 
to be signed by all participants as outlined above, regardless if a participant has previously completed the COVID-19 
Participant Code of Conduct and Risk Assessment Form.  

Is an electronic communicable disease waiver acceptable? Yes, the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver can be 
converted to an electronic waiver so long as the signed communicable disease waiver is available in the event of a claim for 
at least 7 years from the date of the activity. 

How often does the communicable disease waiver need to be signed? The Communicable Disease Participant Waiver should 
be signed at the time the participant returns to in-person activities. Given the fluid nature of the waiver requirement and 
pandemic, we are suggesting that the communicable disease waiver be signed again at the time of the athlete medical 
renewal for athletes and at the time of the renewal for Level A volunteers. As the coverage and pandemic status changes, 
the communicable disease waiver requirement will be reevaluated. 

 
Questions? 
If you have any questions regarding the Communicable Disease Participant Waiver, please reach out to Phil Geelhoed 
(philg@somaine.org) at Special Olympics Maine. 

mailto:philg@somaine.org
mailto:philg@somaine.org

